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Die Mercurij 26*, Noverab, 1 64,5. 


(VEE by the Commons aſſem- 


bled in Partiament, that 


Sir Gilbert Pickering,and Sir Fohn Clot» 


worthy, do give thanks from this Houſe 
to M. Dare, for the great pains he 
rook in the Sermon he preached 


this day, at the intreaty of chis Houſe, 


at S*. eM argarets Weſtminſter Cit be- 
ing the row.” Publike non 
and to defire him to Print his Ser- 
mon. And it ts ordered that none 
ſhallprinethis Sermon without being 
authorized under his hand-writing. 


_ filing, 

& AB... 3 ia ri 
UNIVERSTY. FH. Ellnge, Cler.Parl. D.Com. 
Ver Fa | : 


I Appoint Thomas Pnderhill to print my Sermon. = 
| | ; John Darye. 
ya P Y'31 © / l 


OT VE 
THE: HONOVR ABLE TATE 
of  CLOmmaes aſſembled in. 
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9 G28 He grear work of Reformation 
—Y which is put into your band, bath 
\ Ba Man) anderedt advantages; That 
| \ if is undoubtedly a work which 
2) LESN Godalone can bring to paſie:Thas 
2 eros be wilin his own time 
That is cannot be wrought any otber way, then 
bythe atamentafibe Goplef Chriſt; That none 
canbe inftrumentall init, but ſuch is are the trees of © 1 . 
Righteouſues, the planting of the Lord, by whom he ..... ** 
way be glorified : That 80 ſuch the Lord bath promiſed, 
chat = [ball build the old waſts, and raiſe up the 
former deſolations: That nous can oppoſe the work, 
bus (ucb as bate to be reformed. aud know nos the joy- 


full [ound of bis rruch : That all ſuch 4s wait for 
28% =-4 God | 


"ue 5F- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
God inthe way of his judgements, can be helpers in it: 
That the decree is gone forth againſi/Babylon, #hat/be 
ſhall be laid waſte: That theſe are pronounced bleſ:d, 
who ſhall take and daſh ber little ones againſt the ſbynes 
and that you are ſo deeply engaged in this work; that 
youcan have no temporall ſafety nor ſubfiſtance, but ſo 
farre as youproceedin it ; ſo that now you muſs either 
fall utrerly, and draw with you into ruinethe oth:r rc- 
formed Churches ; or elſe ſecure them and your ſelves 
by the building up of Zion all theſe are exceeding 
great advantages, which I am perſwaded, you doe un. 
aerſtand and can truly value, Therefore when I (þok: 
un:0 yon,” 1 found a freedom df ſpirit, in love -t0 the 
cauſe androyou, which opened my month,as without 
fear, fo wi tan aſſurance of acceptance : and altboughb 
the ſhorenes of the rime would not ſuffer meto proceed 
and comero a full application ; yet I bope that if the 
thing which hath been delivered, which in obetience_ 
ro your Honourable command Thave here fubliſbed,( [0 
weer as Icanremember, both in ſenſe ani words ) be. 
laid ro b:a t,and rightly apprebended, the mainmareer 
of mymeſi1ge will br in du2 time effeftedby the grace of © 
Godin your ſpirits, which is to know the true relation 
Wherein you ſtand towards the Church of God ; what 
tbe mySFery bf Babylon # ;* and what jou pughe to 
. aimat in riſing up rhe Wall; of eruſalem within your 
__. ſelves, 


The-Epiſtle!/Dedicatorys 
ſelves. If time would bave given leave, 1ſbould hav# 
added ſomething concerning the extent of yaur building, 
that you muſt not makethe'walls of your lernfalem. coo 
narrow incompaſſe, 'but bemindefull that they ougbt to 
receive all thoſe that are going: out of Babylon with.. 
; \ .Lmeay,both your 6wn: and forreign Proteſtants,whoſe. 
ey65.art upou yotu;; and whoſe peace and ſafety is wrapr, 
up inyour. proſperity: and: how farre ſaever 104 (bal, 
chink good in due time tolookiyvith an-ey2 of brotheriy 
correſpondency towards them : (whereof 80 put you in; 
minde is a part of my duty, and therefore I now defire 
- fo craveleave,that at aconvenient ſeaſon Imay be per- 
mitted to offer 6he means thereof unto you) yet in che 
meantime | BRAY confidence audrejoyceintbis chat — 
the engagement WhIc 


vich God hatbput upon you by your 
Covenant,is ſuch, that you canner poſbly be reconciled 
unto mole Drury it. And in your 
faithfull reſolutions 1 dare promiſe unto my ſelf, that 
the Prophecie of Ieremy the Propber ſball be accons- 
pliſbed by your proceedings, namely, that they ſhall 5-16, 
| Nottakeof Babylonany one ſtonefora corner, nor 
a ſtone for a foundation : bur thatit ſhall be deſo- 
late for ever; Jf thus you are reſol vedio depart and 
goe out from her, and an{wer effeually the call wbich 
# given, to rouch noneof her nncleannes; you may be 
- Az ſure 


EEG AM 
The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
ſure that the work of the Lord and bis good pleaſure, 
ſhall proſper in your band, Touſball be exalted in bis 
truth, and beaxtified with bis bolines, when be filleth 
Sion with judgement and Righteouſnes, And you may 
make ſure oftbe promiſe which followeth che words of my 
Text, that you ſballnot need to proceed in haſte, nor poe 
ont by flight, becauſe the Lord will go before you, and 
cheGodof liracl will be your rereward. And that this 
maybe ſo, I/ball never coaſe to make mention of you be- 
fore the Lord at the Throne of Grace, as it becons- 
meth 23 | 


Your Honours Moft hamble 
and affeftionate Servant in Cheift, 


tobs Due, 


ISRAELS CALL 


MARCH ovi OF BABYLON 


UNTO 
FERVSALEM: 


| ————_—_—_——_— 


IsA1lAan 52. IT. 
Depart ye, depart ye, got yo out from chence, fouich 
10 tnclean thing, go ye out of the midſt of her, be ye- 
clean that beare the veſſels of the Lord, 


PF He Prophet 7/aiah is gy cofedehs Evange- 
> licall Prophet: becauſe his ſcope is ro ſhew 


dp £wo things; Firſt how the warfare of the Tte/ ove, 


© US” Church of God underthe Law, ſhould be /2-»* 4nd 


fores are, which under the Goſpel ſho d be conferred up= 
on her: and theſe are therwo parts of this Prophecie: the 
firſt concerning the warfare under the Law, and the di- 
ſpenſarion of ſeverall judgements depending thereon, is 
bo cha ate .t0 40. The fecond concerning the com- 
forts of r Goſpel, which at the accompliſhment of this 
B warfare 


? accompliſhed. Secondly, what the com-. 'p,oter ifaiah. 


Hi fecond part 
ſeb livided in - 
10 foure promt- 


ſes. 

*% Of delive- 
Taucc [rom Bae 
bylon. 

2. Of the com- 
mi*g 0} Cbrifs. 


3.0 the caltirg 
of the Gentiles, 


4. Of the recat- 
ling «sfthe lews, 


Gd 
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w_—_ Church was-to receive, is from chap. 40, co 
the end. | | : 
Inthis ſecond part, four chief heads of comfort are 
promiſed unto the Church, by the Prophet , of which ; 
The firſt is, That the Chyrch ſhould be'delivered from 
thecaptivity of Babylon, ffom chap. 40.to 53, j '  - 
The ſecond chief comfortis, That the Meſſias ſhould 
come, and by his ſuffering, ſavehis people, chap. 53. E- 
re a new Covenant with his Church under the Goſpel, 
chap. 54,5 5- upon. which, true felicity isieffeted co. all. 
that keep it, chap.56. and from which are rejected Idola- 
ters, chap.57. Hypocrites, chap.58. and obſtinate Sin- 
ners, chap.59.. | 5 £7: VI 
Thethird chief comfort is, That the bounds of the 
Church ſhould be enlarged unto the Gentiles, chap..60.. 
and the Goſpel being preached, chap.61. Chriſt thould 
be married unto them, chap.62. | | 
Ehe fourth and laftcomfort is, That notwithſtanding 
the rejection of the Zews for their rebelliqng, and'obſtinate” 
refuſall of the ſalvation purchaſed by Chriſt, and offered. 
unto them, chap.63,64,55, to 17. yet that in end they 
ſhould be renewed and recalled again, and glorifie God. 
rogether with the Geatzles, from wer. 17.0 chap. 65. to 
the end ofthe Prophecy. Cr os ae 4b 23 
The Text which Thave choſen at this time, for this. 
day of our Humiliation ;doth belong to the firſt head of 
theſecomforts, and is annexed thereunto, asa duty tobe, 
performed, by thoſe to' whom rhe promile. of coinforg is. 
Sven. And Edits the endand purpoſe of our Solemn 
Humitiationis, ro obtain this favourof God; 'That-our: 
warfare wherein atthe preſent weare, may cometoa hap- 
py end;8: we may be delivered fro the danger of Zabylonj-. 
4 captivity; which canrigt be hoped for;except the condi- 


IFIf 


Honourable Houſeof Commons.'Novemb.26,1645, 
tion'yherenponit is promiſed be fulfilled : Therefore i 
wyl not be out of ſeaſonto put you in minde of this con. 


dition; 15 the duty which isto- be intended forthe artain.. 


ment of the comfort which we deſire. - 
- Bux before I'corde to ſpeak diſtuiRly ofthe-words' of 
the Text;-I will defire you toobſerverwo things; which 
the Spirit of God doth much inſiſt upon, in the propoſal 
of this firſt comfort, concerning the Churches deliver- 
ance out-of Babylon. -The' ones, That it was God, and 
God alone, that world be the Anthouy of that deljveranie; The 
otheris anaigument to makethis former truth evidently 
apparent untoall; alledged thus, That becinſe' God alone 
had declared, and none but he could declare the end of this great 
work from the beginnings, That therefore hi alone-was to be 
ackriowledged'the Authouy thereof,  Both-theſe truths are 
ofren- repeated; and much- preſſed upon 'usby*thePro- 
pher, to be'raken notice of : and almoſt in every chapter 
from the-40.tothis 52. the firſt point is delivered , the 
places are theſe;forthe firſt, chap.40:to-16,11,12313;27. 
chap.41. Ver. 4-10,20,21,23,23- -chapi41. ver. $39. and 
chip. 43. Ver. 1,2,3,7,10,11,12,13,15;18,19,25. and 
chap. 44. ver. 6,7,8524.and chap. 45. ver. 5,11,18,19, 
21,22,23. and chap. 46. ver. 4,5,9,10,t3. & chap.47.4+ 
chap.48. ver: 3,4,5,6,7,7z1 1,12,15;F6420,' chap. 5 2.6. 
and in many of thoſe chapters; theſecondalſois inſiſted 
upon; the placesare theſe forthe ſecond., 'chap. qr. ver, 
22,23. and chap. 42. ver.9. chap. 43. ver: 12. chap. 44. 


ver.7,8. chap-45. ver 19,21. chap.46. ver. 10--chap.48. 


ver-244;5,16.the particular places I willnot.now.men- 
tion forbreviries fake, only I thought it fireo pur you in 
minde of theſe rwo Do&rmes; becauſerhe Spirirof God 
doth ſo much'infifttupon therruth ofthem in this matter 
aanely.that he, even he, and nont but he, ſhould bring this 
A B 2 deliver ance 


Two things to 
be obſerved in 
the promiſe. of 
deliverance 
} roi Bibylon 


4 


Iſa.4 $,9. 


Ifa 41.25, 27, 
2 2,23,24z3 fy 
26, 


Gen,3 15» 


Gcn.12.13» 


Blal,Bg. 4,29. 
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deliverance to paſſe z, and that it ſhould be known, thet is 
w4s he, and none but he,by this, that he declared from the be- 
ginning the end of his works : for herein God doth differ- 
ence —— log _—_ and Mach deliver- 
ance eſpecially, doth he challengea peculiar emminen- 
cy of glory in the manifeſtation of his power and wiſ- 
dom, namely in this, that he doth declarethe end from 
the beginning : which he hath done ordinarily, both in 
the letter of the Text in pjain words, and inthe myſtery 
of his working.He told Adamin plain tearras from the be- 
ginning , the end of the whole work of our ſalvation, 
which is, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould tread dowre the 
head of the Serpent ; he told Abraham, that in his ſeed, all 
the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed; he told David, that 
wpon- bus Throne, his ſeed ſhould ſit for ever. , and 01dinaril 
he hath forerold unto _his- people, by: his ſervants the 
Prophets, the particular judgements which wereto be- 
fall unto them with the iſſue thereof : as Amos ſaith,Surely 
the. Lord God will doe nothing : but he revealeth bis ſecret unts 
his fervants the Prophets, Amos 3.7. _ | 
Butthis is notall, for God not only doth declare-rhe 
end from the beginning, inthe letter of the word , bur al- 
ſoin the myſtery of his work: For the foregoing works of 
God, doe repreſent and hold our,as it werein,a_ picture, 
the manner of his way,-and the iſſue of the following 
works: Sothat the work i ſelf doth ſpeak in one period, 
that which isto fall out in another lA thus 
there is, beſides the lirterall, a (pirituall Sedowand Zeype 
inthe Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt diſcovered unto us,chap: 
11-3. Thus alſothere is a ſpirituall Baby/ox,, from which 
the Church under the Goſpel, is to receive aſpirituall de- 
liverance; which is not only foxetold in plain terms, but- 
allo repreſented and delineated unto us, inthe temporall 
TRY deliverance 


gs > 


Hoxourable Houſe of Commons, Novenib.2 6.1645, 5 

deliverance ofthe people of God; from earthly Babylon ; 
which is Typicall unto the'ſpirituall. - ” L20P 

This I have been willing to obſerve, before I comeun- 
to my Texr: becaufe it will have an influence upon the 
marcer which 15 ro be delivered; and cleer that unto your 
underftariding, which-otherwiſe mighr perhaps be doubr- 
full, concerning the myſticall Babylon : of which I have R 
choſento ſpeak atthis rime, for two great reaſons. The —_—_— - 
firſt is the importance of the workin it ſelf, becauſe the- cho/cx, 
deſtruQior of' Babylow, and the deliverance of the Church 
our of it, is the great work which God oth intend to ac- 
compliſh, by the Golpel'in theſe latter times. The ſe- 
cond is the relation wherein we doe ſtand toit :for Icon-: 
ceive that God is not only working our deliverance; to: 
bring us our of Babylonat this time ; but. that his purpoſe; - 
is,if we marre not our ſelves, to make us inſtrumenrall co-/ 
wards others, to help to freechem from the bondage of: 
it: and therefore it will concern us in a ſpeciall manner a- 
bove others, to regard his work, and conſider the ope- 
ration of his hands; That whertyou ſhallſee, by rhe con». 
templation of this matter; thatthis time of our Hamilia- 
tion is an acceptable time, andaday of our Salvation ;; 
you may with greaterwillingnes & cheerfulnes of miade 
followthe call 5 by which all the 1 of Godis ſtirred: 
upto march out of Babylox, to come to their ſpirituall 7e- 
ruſalem, according to the exhortation of my Text, De-- 
part ye depart ye, goe ye out from thence : towch-no unclean 
thing, goe ye out of the wiait of her, beye clean that beare the: 
veſſels of the Lord. , 

Theſe words and the following verſe, conclude the- 
whole prophecy of the Churches deliverance, from her ,, "SOT 
Babylonian captivity ; this two and fiftieth chapter & the 5 ;herext 17 
cloſe of the wholemarter inſiſted upon, from the begin- #b- re/ ofebe 
| B:5 ning cha cer. 


_ Fe 
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ning of the fourtieth ; and theſe words are the cloſe of 
this Chapter. The fore-going part of the Chapter hath 
three promiſes of ſingular comfort, wherein ſummarily 
all the Promiſes made in; the! farmer Chapters are; in 2 
manner contrated. The.fixſtis; that the Church ſhould 
be raifed from her low'and captivated condition to.4 ſtare 
of freedom, v.1,2,3;43536- The ſecond is, ghat-Meſlſen- 
gers ſhould be ſent unto her, who ſhould publiſh the glad 
tidings of ſalvation , .and manifeſt clearly eye-ro eye, the 
way and coun{ell of God, v.7,8;-The thurd: is; that by 
this means greet matter of joy and gladnefle ſhould be ot-, 
fered unto the Church , both of Jewes-and Gentiles, 
Ver.g, 10... | | 7 ; 

 Upoatheſe promiſes the wortls ofthe Text are-infer- 
red, asa ſpecial] uſe of application, to: exhort thoſe to 
whom the Promiſes are-made, to intendthegutics which 
would fit themto partake the effec thereof. 'Twothings 
then are offered unto our conſideration inthe words. - - 

The parts of the Firſt, T he perſonsare mentioned to whom the Exhort- 
a ation is directed, Tethat bear the veſtels of rhe Lord. | 
Secondly , The duties recommended unto them: are 

mentioned : which inthe main are'two, 

_ Firſt, That they fhould riſe up -to- march- away 
from Babylon : in thele words, Depart '9e , depart ye, 
Coe ye out from thence +, goe ye ont of the mid(# of her, name- 
ly of Babylon. | | | 

. Secondly, How they ſhould march away, and behave 
themſelves in departing, in theſe words, Touch no unclean 
thing. Be yeclean. Where atwo-fold cart is recommend- 
edto them ; the one, to' avoid evil ; the other, to doe 
g00d, The evilto beavoided, is the filchinefſe of Baby- 
lon, ſt x cleave unto them, Touch no unclean thing. T 
200d ro be intended,is to proceed in the.way of holineſle, 


leſt 


_ 
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leſt they come-ſhort pf the gidce'of God- offered tinto 
them, Be jecleay. Ofrheſe heads I purpoſe to ſpeak, fo 
far astimewill-permir,and as it ſhall pleaſethe Lord toaſ- 
ſiſt me-with-his grace for your edification. « 

Firſt, ofthe perſons. kth 3 tn hy 

The Prophet having declared what deliverance ſhould 
be granted untothe Church ; by what means ir. ſhould 
be m"ougey z and what the joyfulneſle of the effects there- 
of ſhould be,; addreflerth his{peech by way: of applicari- 
on co thoſe-ro whom this favour is intended, and he calls 
upon them by:thename- of the office-and- charges which 
was committed unto them, Yer/as bear the veſſels of the— 
Lord. This is the deſcription of a Levite z in whom two 
things are eſpecially confiderable which ſervero our purs 
poſe.. Thefirſt is, the property of his offit&;' as, here it is 
expreſſed. The {econd is,the-property:of his perſonall res 
lation-unto God. The property of his office,was in a ſpe- 
ciall manner to ſerve the Tabermcle; and the Veſlels 


thereof,- as it-is declared, Nu#6. 1.50. in theſe words, 


Thou ſhalt appoint the Levites over the Tabernacle. of teſtimo-. 
nie, andover all the viſſels thereof, and over all things that 
belong to it ;, they ſh.ll bear the Tabernacle, and all the weſſels 
thereof,and they ſhall minifer unto it,and encamp round about 
the Tabernacle. _- 512 793 eight” agg MEER 

. - The property of his'/perfonall relation unto -God, did 
ſtand in this, that he was appropriated peculiarly unto 


God in ſtead of allthe firſt-born of 1ſrael. This appear-' 


eth by Nuwb.3.12,13. in theſe words, "And I(fairh God) 
behold,1 have taken the Levites from among the children of 1f- 
rael, in ftead of all the firſt-born' that openeth-the - Matrice - 
wong the children of 1ſrael: therefore the Lewvites ſhall be mine, 
becauſe all the firſt-born are mine, for on the day I ſmote all the 


f»ſt-born in Egypt,1 hallowed to-we all the firſt- born in Iſraek. 
Py | Now. 


The perſons de. 
ſcribed in the 
Text are Le- 
Viies, 


Who are conf.» 
derable in their 


Office, 


A141 n their 


Primogenuure 


8 
In Loth which 
they ſet jorth to 
M8, 


Chriſtians in 
Common. 
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 'NowalLevitein;boththele properties, as well in his 
perſonall condition, as in his office of bearing the- yeſſels 
of the Lord, dotheither repreſent, or hath; ſome reſem- 
blanceto three ſorts of perſons, namely, to:Chriſtians, ro 
Miniſters, and to Magiſtrates.: + - 1; oY 
The Lyevites' repreſented ' Chriſtians in two: things 
chiefly, TRE TORRAR-> 

bo Liſt, Thar as they were ſet apart to God from a- 
mongſt all the children of rae! : So are Chriſtians called 
and ſer apart unto God from all the reſt of -the world, as 
you have i, -x Pet.2.9. Te are 4 choſen: generation, a royal 
Prieſthood, an holy Nation, apeculiar people, | 

2. Secondly, Thar as the Levites were the firſt-born of 


the Iſraelites unto God z ſoare true Chriſtians the firſt- 


- born, whoſe names are written in Heaven, Heh,12:23.. and 


Miniſters more 
eſpectaly. 


a kinde of firit-fiuits of hu creatares, Jara,1. 18s 
- They repreſented the Miniſters ofthe Church,and theſe 
have a reſemblance unto them in fourthings. it 


1. Asit was the Levites charge, To zeach. Iscob Gods 


judgements, and Iſrael his law, to put incenſe before him, 4nd 


whole burn!-ſacrifice upon his Altar,/Deut. 33.10, So it is 
the office ofthe Miniſters to labour in the Word, toteach, - 
rebuke and exhort; and to be inſtant inoffering up pray- 
ersand ſupplications for the flock. The Apoſtle Peter 


_ doth comprehend his work under theſetwo heads, C42. 


6.4: Te give himſelf continually unto prayer, and to the Minz- 
ftery of the Word, 

2. As the Levites duty was to ſerve the Altar, and 
wait opon the holy things ofthe Tabernacleand houſe of 
God-: So the' Miniſters of the Goſpel. have an Altar 
which they waiton, whichis Jeſus Chriſt, #eb. 13. 10. 
We have an Altar, ſpeaking of Chriſt, and a Tabernacle 
of God,and ſpirituall habitation, which is his Church, 


Ephef. 


_ 


A "XY . 
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4 ſhepherd , he ſhall gather his lambs in his, arm, 
x. an his boſore,, fla. 40-117 Andthe Apoſtle WP 
Clare-to the Cofnthians, that he did jw them in kis 
heart: Te are inour heart known of all men, 2 Cor.3.2: 

Laſtly, Although the civil Magiſtrate i is not. proper 
repreſented, or ty yped out by the Tribe of Leak, 5 - 
ap is 2 frinilitude and reſemblance between the Tr 

vites and Magiſtrates. 

1» Thatin the world the Magiſtrare hath the privi- 
ledge and right of the firſt-born, which mhddhad 6.10 
rule over his brethren. 1/acc {1 to Iacob inthe eh 
of the firſt-born, doth bid him, Be lord over his brethren , 
and.doth injoyn his mothers fine to bow down umo him, 
Gen.27.29. 'Herein'thenthe irate is the firſt-borh 
inthe ware 42S Levi was in -harch and ſothere-ts 


aſt milirude of rerogat ry abeve others in both, - yer ac- 
different | 


corgunge 
- ecbng Reference? is in the office , namely, 
in his, That theofficeof the. cinif Magica, 4s alſo im 
ſome ſortappointedro bear the veſlels of the Lord ; I lay, 
in the. way of ſupport and civil coumenance for theyare 
appointed by God to benurſing Fathers of his: Church, 
when they. are called unco Chnſt, and boundrocall-him 
theic Lord... The civil Magiſtrae then hath: \an” outward 
careand inſpe@tion otrhe Church committedrohim; and 
in this reſpe& he is alſo a veſſe}-brarer of the L 3 aS.3T 
is {aid of, El:akimrhe lonnedf Hilkiah, was 
to.be »Goyernourand a a Father gntothe TIN tes. 
ruſalem, Upon Dip 91d be bung the glory 
theweſels, from the 
veſſels of flagins, I Gt rank 
2.3- UNO 4, 744 wt 
arc hung, Toke ha 


, teſt the XY Ns 
on 
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onthe ground, and betroden-under feet, So in thisway 

the Magee is þy powerand authority faſtened in the 

wall of the State, robear upallthe offices, and the office- 
beaters both of Church and State, that they may nor 
fallro che ground; and being troden upon, become uſe- 

| kſfleandcontemptible; bur rather maintained in their true 

luſtre and dignity, as veſſels ofhonopr, ++ + > 7 2-4 


Herethenthe manner of bearing in the one and the 0- which «d fere 


ther is different : Zevs doth bear them in his hands, to *** Fon the Le- 


make uſe otrhem, andro dge God ſervice with them in Frke fete) 


bis houſe: bur &/;atizs. doth only ſupport/them by his he manner 
ſtrengrh , chat they-may hang ſtedfaſt upon the wall ; '**'*- 
ay © Baja of the {ihe veſſels of the Lord , both 
bear them, but each in his owa way ; in reſpe& of the 
effec of preſervation, their cares are parallel 5 'but in re- 
ſpe ofthe manner of their bearing,their cares are differ- 
eat 5 oy one is, inward, ” other 1s, ourward to the 
Church, although the relations are nor the ſame. 
yet both'in RI IVY oftheir duties are truely called 
.veſſel-bearers of the Lord z becauſe both are appointed by 
. the Lord unto ther ſeverall charges, for the preſervation: 
of his veſlels. .. 

+ , Where 
| ons Thattl 
veſſel-bearers zppointed-for the veſſels. The veſlels are: **/*'s arero- 


1-N&s ly. þ das © 
not madeto be hung uponthe.nail, bur-for. a'berter. uſe ,. nt Rh feb 


to.contain ſome liquour, or other things «uſefull fot rhe: bearers. 
-ſervice of the Maſter ofthe houſe ; but rhe nail is made. 

and faſtened in cheewalloaly,orchiefly for this-uſe,. that} _ 
the vellels may behung thereon. The veſlels are cheglo- 


' ryofrhenail, but che naitis no part ofthe veſſel; glory ; mo 
only the uſerhereof'is to preſerveaheglory.. So al it-i3- 
i £:v4 : thetabernacle was not made, nor the veſſels. 
| -C 2. thereof; 


the way ler us make thisgenerall obſervati- ,,, a 
WT: axe net far the veſlel-bearers; but the C— 


RO EPI * bo bs 
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thereof for Levi, bur they were made for the Lord, and 
the glory of his ſervice; asfor Levi, he was madeand ſer 
apart forthe Tabernacle, .and forthe veſſells thereof, ro 
{erverthe ſame: The Church, asthe Tabernacle, is for 
Godto dwell therein,by his ordinances among his peo- 
ple ; and the Miniſters are Gods fervants, and Lis peoples 
{ervantsto this effe&, | 


This then is to teach both Civill and Ecclefiaſticall 
- office-bearers, whom God hath appointed either in and! 
over his houſe, or abour it, and his houſehold: veſſells, 


ro think of themſelves ;-that at the moſt they :are bur 


ſtewards in.their ſeverall charges; and thar the veſſells 


arenot made for them, that rhey ſhould ſerve their own 
curnes out of them;butthatrhey are made for the veflells, 
and that all their glory doth ſtand inchis, that Each of 
them are intheir places ſervantszoupholdtheglory there- 


- of, leſt they bean the fight of men'as veſle!ls of no plea- 
ſure: the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor.4.5. we preach our ſelyes,your 


ſervants for Jeſws ſake. 


From the words thus opened, let us make ſome Do- 


&rivall and PracticallObſervations inbricf. 
The friſt No- The firſt Doarineto be obſerved is, That God being 4 


&rive is,7 hit gveat houſe keeper, hath veſſels belonging to higm, which he. 


Gedb.thveſ ph appointed for the ſervice of his houſe. You know what 


vg ”* Nis meant by aveſlell; namely,an inſtrument fitredto con- 


rain ſomething whereof a man doth ſtand in need, and to 


be made uſe otto that efftet; Nowthe houſe of God hw... 


Charch,'CTim.3.15. andrhe faichfull and eleQare his 
veſſells jnthis houſe. Theproof ofrhisisro beraken from 
2 T11.2.20,:1. 1na great houſe there are not only weſſcls' of 
© Gold and Silver, but alſo of word and earth, and fome to hb- 


- Nour, 4nd ſome to diſbonour : /if 4 man purge himſelf jrom 
albeSntel an: bh 


theſe, (namely,wood and earth) he ſþ 


our, 
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wour, ſunitified and meet for the maſteranſe , and prepared for 
| re the Apoſtle makes rhe nniverſall Church the 


great houſe; Godin Chriſt,the houſe keeper ; men, the 
veſſells, which are differenced by their ſubſtance anduſles : 


V3 


their ſubſtance of greater worth; is Goldand Silver; of wich oe die 


lefler,is wood andearth. Their uſes are, ſoiner@ Honour, 
and fome to diſhonour : that is; ſome lefſe honourable : 


as one isto drink in, another-is to waſh ones hands or . 


Jeveat mm matter 


and uſe. - 


feet in; Sothere be {ome men appointed by Godto con- 


rain precious liquor, and are- of good and exceſlent me- 
ral , othersto contain common and ordinary liquor, ſuch 
as is water, andcheſe are commonly ofan-inferiour ſorr 
of matrer#e- "Somme men are endued with fþeciall, fome 
with commongitts and graces; Someſerve for ſpiritual, 
fome for bodily employments in Gods houſe. 2 

A ſecond proof is from Rev.9.23. where the Apoſtle 
ſpeaking of the elect, calls them veſſels of Mercy y and 


{ayes, that the end for which'they were made was, Thar, 


God prepared them unto Glory; andthe uſeand ſervice which 
they were to yeeld was, ' That they might make known'the 
riches of Gods glory. Others are mentioned, ver.22. and 
called veſſels of wrath, that mtr ney > wrath, fitted 
ro niake known Gods power, his long-ſuffering and his 
juſtice, inthe deſtruction of the wicked. - £ 
Thethird proof is from 2 Cor.4.8. where the Apoſtle 
ſaith, thatthe treaſure okheavenly knowledge inthe Go- 
E ſpel 5 keptinveſlells ofearth : namely,in-an canthly bo- 
y; and the uſe of thisearthly quality is; to ſhewthatthe 
excellency ofthe power ofche word, 1snot of man, bur of 


The Reafdn ofthis is, that all creatures, 45 creatures, 
are bur receptacles of a RE - being to be ſerviceable 
£ 3 


thereby 


fe 


A Sermon preacbed before the 


dhereby unto the crexour,to thew foith his glory. © Pre. 

16.14-The Lord hath made all things for himſelf. And I[ag3. 

21, T; * praple have Iformed for my ſelf, they ſhalt ſbew forth 

GO - .:;- "F# : w#4.dh 5 6 
| Lee Idraw any uſe from this, I will proceed to. an- 
other DoGtine, which is this : The: God huh emruited 
ſome with theſe his-veſiells, and chargedthem with the care of 
them, to look to them, to bear them, and is ſet them awork, 
| for the end which he hath appoimed, 4; Oh 
Veſlellsare for ule , no yeſlels, as veſſels, can make ule 
of themſelves; therefore the uſe rhereot guſt be com- 
mitted unto ſomebody, tharthe ſervice ofthe houſehold 
may not be neg] And for proofof this, that God 
hath entruſted the care of his veſſells zoſomethat muſt be 
anſwerableto himfor the ſame, we muſt take notice that 
thereisa threefold commiſhoa and charge given of- theſe 

veſſells; rothree ſeverall ſorts of perſons. . 

,  Eirſtgevery man entruſted with the care of his own 
veſſell, 3, Eheſeq4- Every one of you ſhould know haw to 
poſceſie his neefſel fan foajen and. honouxg, God doth 

charge the conſcience ofgvery one with the truſt of his 

own {oul and body, and of all the faculties and mem- 
bers thereat, which are receptacles of grace and vertyego- 
be ſerviceable unto. others , for all che'giftsace given to 
profit withall ; and every one hath received his own gift, one 
after this way, and another after that, as the, Apoſtle ſaith, 

I Cor Pf $4 VF; * nr poll 1 ; 

Secondly, evexy one is entruſted with the care of his. 


withh s neighe neighbours veſlell, as well as of his wn. Thecomman- 


demgnt tis, Phil.2,4- Look nos c wan on his ons things, 
but man ou:the things of ; the: Apoſtle in that 
_—_ h {ſpeak of gle communzorr of , Sainrs 43nd 

weth that every,one is obliged to his neighbour, as 


well 


h . 5 wo, 
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wellasx0 himſelf;'ro havea care ofhun for his good: as 
Chriſt cared not for himſelfalohe, bit for others: ſo he 
would have rhe ſame minde in w,ver. 5, inlike manner, 
Heb.x2.15. The Apoſtle commands us to look diligently,.. 
left any way fail of the grace of God; leſt any veſſell;ap- 
poirited for ah honourableufe, Cont to ſpilltheliquoroFf 
grace,” whereof he is made ateceptatte,” 7 
The-reaſon of this 1s pvc by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 12. 
24,25. thus 3 God 14th remptred- the 06 tagenber, that 
there ſhvald be no ſchiſm in the body : bin that thi members 
ld haut" the ſamr care one of andther. The relation 
wherein Chriſtians are ſerone towards another, is, thar 
they are to be under one head Chriſt, and in one body as 
membersof each other. Asrhen one mettiberby-che lawof 
nuure is ordainedrs ſerve another,to care br it, to: pro- 
vide the good thereof, and to preſerveit from hurt : $6 
are Chriſtians appointed by God, inreſpe@ ofrheir uni- 
on with Chriſt, and one with another, by hes Spirit; 
which is theſame in all : to ſerve; care and” provide for, 
and preſexve each other. tare all baptized (faith the A- 
poſtley by the ſame ſpirit into one body, t Cor.1213. That 
15, we areall madeto be off, as 2 mans body is but one; * 
forthoughſt hath many pattsand members, yer all being 
quickened withoneſoul, and by it united together in one 
man, are bur one body : $015 « with the whole multi- 


radeof Chriſtians , my gh they are: many in particular. 
yer in theirunionto Chriſt, and thi like Whireby" they - 
move i#him;'theyare but one, and ſtand in fekuon' to- 
each orhers,” as members ofthe ſame body.:* and? for this 
«auſe'God doth'charge them with-thecare ofeach! other, 
ara canſech chem for his ſervieetoRand int nectl of qath 
other,” anthſd doth oblize themito166kroegch bFige/and 
xo provokeeach othereo love, and'to good Works : -- | 
* | then 


16 


3. Soune ane One 
tre/ted with tbe 
weſels tn age- 
nerall ard. pubs 
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Fbecſe.are Mitie 
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Who onght not. 
#3 meddle with 
worldly affairs, 
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charge none other wasto meddle but Levi alone, as being 


* 


2, Tun.2 


to come 
PEE ſgfto 


when a Diſciple of- 


erVice, .Coliring on- 
-goe h and bid his friends in the 
ell; he waxcold by Ghrift, that ne, mas & jy 
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for the kingdome of God, who having put his hand 19 the— 
plough of Gods ſervice, doth look back to any thing elle, 
Luk. 9.62. 

And as they are thus to be ſet apart forthe charge, and 
ought not to meddle with any thing, but their own 
plough, and theirown husbandry, whichis therillage of 
mens ſouls towards God, ſo may no man take the charge 
committed unto them upon himſelt, Zxcept he be called 
thereunto, 45 Aaron was, Heb..4. And the punithments 
of Korah, Dathan , and Abiram, whereot the hiſtory is 
known, Numb.16. and of Yzzi4h the King, who preſu- 
ming to take upon him the Prieſts office, was ſtrucken 
with leproſie, and ſeparated from the adminiſtration of 
the Kingdome, 2 Chron.26.16. are for a perpetua!l me- 
moriall, ro ſhew that none may thruſt himſelt upon this 
charge ofthe Miniſtery, but muſt be admitred thereunto 


| byanorderlycalling. 


Tothe Miniſtery therefore one way is the charge of 4nd Mzi- 
. rates whoſe 


commiſſion is 
difſerent from 
that of the Mia 


Gods veſlelseminently committed, and to the Magiſtra- 
cy another way. The Miniftery is properly charged with 
a ſpirituall care of their fouls, i» things pertaining to God, 
Heb.5.1. butthe Magiſtracyis charged with a temporall 
care of their outward and viſible ſociety,inthings proper- 
ly pertaining to men, forthe adminiſtration of juſticeand- 
good order, and for the proviſion of things neceſflary and 
comfortable for their life. In the one reſpet Aaron was 
to bear the judgement of the children of Tſrael:upon his heart. 
before the Lord, Ex09d.28.30. In the other, Moſes, when. 
the people was unruly and murmured for mear, faith, that 
he was-not able zo bear them all alone, Numb. 11. 14. that 
is;to care forall their matters, and to deal ſo with them, 
asto give them contentment ; for which cauſe ſeventy El- 
ders are joyned to him, to help _ to bear the _— 
| 0 


nijlers, 
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of his charge, which was the outward regulating of their 
wayes in Juſtice and good order, according to Gods will. 
Thus then the manner of bearing, and the charges are 
different, althoughthey are about and over the ſame veſ- 
ſells. The Miniſter bears them as they are within the 
houſe of God, and as in that houſe he is. a ſteward, and 
they of the- houſehold commured unto him , thar he 
ſhould give them meat in due ſeaſon. Burthe Magiſtrate 
doth bear them- as they are in the world; and fo the 
Church ir ſelf, as it isa viſible ſocietie of men, wherein 
righteous 41d good order isto be obſerved, -isan object 
of that power and authority which God hath incruſted 
him withall for his glory. 

So thenevery .one doth bear theſe veſlells differencty, 
in a manner ſutable to his calling. G 

Theuſe of this Dodrine is two-fold : The fi: for ex- 
honation, the ſecond for inſtrutionand warning. 

The exhoitation -ſhall be in two words, to two 


1. That every-one ſhould lay this to heart, and con- 
fider himfelt wha: fort of veſſel} hes, and what the truſt 
is which is commutted to him, of him{elf, or of others. 
Thou mayeſt know what fort of veſſell thou arr, by the 
art ſet, whereby and wherein thou mayeſt become uſe- 
fall forthe Kingdome-of Chriſt, in-thy felf and in thy 
neighbour. Zes every one, faith the Apoſtle, confider his 
awn work, that is, himſelt,in reſpec of thework intruſted 
to-him, and then he ſhall have rejening in himſelf alone, and 
— ores of men is, to 
reflet upon theroſelves,not in fimplicity, but 
tively; notwitha fGngle eye untotherule, . bur with An. 
mdued reſpet compariſon of 


unto Qther mens Wayes, in 


STE 
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their own, Thusthe Phariſce ſaid, 7 am not like other men, 1. 18.10 
or like this Publican, &c. Such a conſideration of our 
ſelves doth = no juſt marter of rejoycing : but the A. 
poſtles conſideration. of himſelf, is true marter of joy, for 
our rejoycing # this laith he, The teſtimony of our conſcience, 
that un ſimplicity and gedly _—_— ot with fleſhly wiſdom, 
but by the grace of God, we have had our converſation in the 
world, 2 Cor.1.12. it we look thus to ourown conſcien- 

* ceswithinour ſelves, to ourrtalent which we have recei- 

ved, and how we have beftowedir, that wemay know 
how te be accountable to God for, then we ſhall have 
erue matter of joy in our ſelves, and notin another. 

The ſecond dury is conſequent untothis ; That every , ,,.... 
one inthe conſideration of himſelf, ſhould intend anden- {y v-9c1 of 
deavourto fit himnſelt unto God, as a veſlell of honour, borowr. 
This 15 that which the Apoſtle doth inferre, 2 7599.2.21. 
upon this Doctrine, thar God hath many veſlells in his 
houſe ; therefore,ſaith he, if « man parge himſelf, he ſhall be - 

4 veſſellunto honour. He iuppoſcth that every one will 
z{pire untoan honourable employment; and thar is the 
thing which Inow ſtirre you up unto, namely ;that every 
one ſhould endeavourto fit hirnſelf for ſome _ : le 
employment ; the means is, to our ſelves from 
carthly qualines : if 2 man Goth chis, © Apoſtle dech 
[eres he ſhall be a veſſell of honour; and it 

o, thenas one ſandtifiedand ſer apare forthe maſters uſe, 
and prepared for every good work, no'doubt the Lord 


willnotlet him be without imployment. +66 a 
- The uſe of Inftrucion and warning , 'is alſo two- Te ver of in. 
fold, | 7 firuftion. 


Firſt,we ſhould rake notice, That every one of us is - 
made his-brothers keeper z and that God will call us roan 11, brerbers 
account, not only how we have —— keeper, 

I 2 how 
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1.Job,z.1 © 


2+eNet thou muſt 
not goe beyont 
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how-we have lookt unto our brethren. It was Caine 
ſpeech, when he had murthered his brother, and- God 
calling him toan account forir, he ſaid, What, a> I my 
brothers keeper ? yea;thou art charged with the care of 
preſerving thy brother; and if thou dooſt not inlove to 
him feek his good, thoudoeſt hate him in thy heart: and 
he that doth hate his brother 1s a murtherer. Our duty 
thenis to remember the rule, bear ye one anothers burdens, 
and ſo fulfill the law of Chriſt; Gal.6.2. Chriſt did bear all 
our burdens, therefore as he did deal with us, we are 
bound to deal one with another, if we will be counted 
his Diſciples. | 
| 2. Secondly, we ſhould take notice, that although all 
men,in one way or other, are bound to bearthe veſlells 
of the Lord, and to purto their hands to bear mutually 
their burdens, yet thatno man may goe beyond his line, 
and thruſt himſelf upon a charge which is not committed 
unto him ; 'God hath diſtribured to every member of the 
body, kis faculty, charge and place, as he-dorh think 
goad , therefore no-member can effet the:charge and 
place of another : the- feer cannot effecrhe office of the 


. 


hand, northe hand of thefeet: the eye cannot take upon 


xto be the eare, northe ear theeye: thz bowells cannor 
rakethe office of the arms, nar: the arms ofthe bowells : 


So may not the Miniftery incroach upon the Magiſtracy, _ 


nor the Magiſtracy upon the Miniſtery; nor may he who 
is called to bear the veſlells only ina private way, take 
upon him the change of a publike. relation,” belonging to 
the Magiſtracy or Miniſtery. Every:one ofthe ſonnes of 
Levihad their diſtin and peculiar charge within them- 
felves about the Tabernacle ; nor was itlawfull for any 
ro meddle with that which was not: commitred to. him. 


| Letevery manabide in the ſphear and calling wherein 


God hath ſet him, . The 


7 
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The laſtobſervariowwhith'T wilt make upon rhis part 


of the Text, which'concerns the perſons,is this; "That God QAtrine is, That 


hath a peculiar: reſpett to thoſe that are emuſted with the 
charge Eran wveſſelts. F TIT 27 of ay” Mts 7-2 
._ Weltetharthe coherenceof rhetext with the: fornm- 
er marrer, doth cleerly ſpeak'this;for the joyfull promiſes 
ofdeliverance and falvation 'are no ſooner offered: ro the 
people of Godin general, ” bur the particular application 
15S immediarly made to thoſe;by name, whobear the veſ- 
{ells ofthe Lord, as to fuch who are epecially in! Gods 
eye; in whonrhe is concerned,” thar theit behaviour may 
be.anſwerable to the effect of his intentions. * | 
Now thar God doth reſpe&Qin i ſpeciall mannerthole, 
to whomhe doth; commit a ſpecial! truſt; is clear froth 
the law of juſtice 'andptudency;” ſerlediin the heart of all 
wiſemen, whe give a truſt unto others. "The" Law is 
this, ro whom much i given, of him ſhall be much required, 
Luk. 22:48: :conſequently; to' whomſbever: a peculiar 
chargeof great concernment-is commirted/;*npow him 4a 
| uſareyewwith be caſt; and fronthitm'afpeciall account 
will be expe&ed of his fairthfull*performarice” of the 
work. © Toonh,ſairh God: by the Prophet Amorrto the 


J 
children of 1ſrae/;' havet known of all the Nh eas the - 
0 } 


earth's "therefore will 1' puniſh you! for: all- 'your iniquities, 
Amos 7.2:as if he had faid,I have in a fpeciallmanner ta- 
keninotice of you, to make my ſelf knownroyou, bythe 
ordinances wherewith I have entruſted you r9 make-my 
name known; therefore have alſo looktmore'narrowly - 
tro your wayes:thento. others, and will not ſuffer" your 
iniquiries ro pafſe without a puniſhment ,” becauſe-you - 
are above all others - accountable ' unto me of your 
wAYECS. | 

The ground of this,is that which Moſes doth tell Aaron, . 
| D 3 upon. . 
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upon the puniſhment of Nadeb and Abihu, Levit. ro. 3. 
for theſe rwo ſonnes of Aaron, preſurning to offer incerife 


- unto God, with ſtrange fire which he had nor command- 


ed them, were devoured with fire fromthe Lord, for an 
exemplary puniſhment of will-worſhip, and of falſe zeal 
in Gods ſervice z Hereupon Moſes doth 'tell 4wen the 
cauſe of this puniſhment, ſaying, This & that wyith the 
Lord ſaid ,, I will be ſaniified in them that come wigh me, and 
before all the people will be glorified. Gods jealous of his 
own glory ; therefore thoſethar come nigh him, muſt be 
holyas he is holy : the neerer we areto him, if wean{wer 
not the beauty of his holines ro ſhew irforth, we diſho- 
nour him the more; therefore to vindicate and uphold 
his own honour, he did beforeall the people orify him- 
ſelfupoen Nadab and Abihu, leſt their preſumprion be- 
ing — others might be eacouraged to the like 
exceſle. 

God is intereſſed in thoſe that are necreftro him : in 
ſuch as are ſtrangers and aliens from the common wealth 
of Iſrael, Godis not much concerned, and he dorh fuf- 
fer them to walk in their wayes; and doth wink ar the 
times oftheir ignorance: but when he doth ſend them the 
knowledge ofthe Goſpel, and offereth unto them there- 
by. the —_ of being his people by Repentance and 
Faith, he telleth them, that they mwit be arconntable unts 
him of their attions, in tht day appointed wherein he will judge 
the worldin righteouſnes, Aft.17.30.31. The Gentiles that 
are notcalled by Gods name, bring nodiſhonour dire&- 
ly unto it, butitis for 1ſraels ſake, that Gods name is blaſ- 
phemed among the Genciles ? through you, meaning the 
?ews, ſaith the Apoſtle, « the. name of God blaſpbemed, 
Rom.2.24. Theretore he is carefull even of ſervants pro- 
feſling the Goſpel, (though otherwiſe mean and con- 
temptible 
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remptible inthe world)that their wayes ſhauld be anſwer- 
able to theirprofefſion, leſt rhe ey might bs evil pokes of 
for their ſakes,x Tim.6, i. the miſdemganour ofany of ones 
hauſehold doth refle& upon the Mafter of the family ; 
and thisis meanng towards the children of 7ſ-aet, 
Levi8.20.7,8. when he faith, ſanctify your ſelues,aud be ye 
holy, for 1am the Lord your God : and keep my ſtatutes and 
doe them, for I am the God that ſanttifie you; becaule I have 
ſer you apart for my ſelf, and Ihave given you my ſta- » 
rutes,, which. are-the way of holines; therefore ſer you 
your (elves apart for me, and keep my ftatures: for.I am 
the Loxd your God, if you doe otherwiſe, I will nor 
own. you aS mine, Can two walk gn faith God by 
the Propher, Aves 3<3. except they be.agreed: that is, can 
God CLASSES gangs and . theny for his own,. 
and employ them 1n his ſervice,..to bear his vefſells of ho- 
nour; and not have an eye unto them, to-ſee thar they 
walk worthy and agreeable tothe place wherein. he puts. 
them-2 no, by'de means: his honour is-toomuch engaged: 
inthem notto regard them and look afterthem, 

This then being a cleerand undeniabletruch, Fhar God 
batha ſpeciall eye to thoſethat are: honoured to.be neer- 
eſt unto-hiw ;. Let mc-offer a wordof application.unto» rhe Applicaris- 
yau, concerning your preſentcondition. . ' G09 pos. 
. Confider,l pray you, in what caſe you ſtand towards. 
God, with this: whole natioawhereot youare a body. re- 
ES 166, mkaowetulmad ant 

onue z WRat Our r | Firſt to the- 

ws Wear: diermmitedrobmrtheveſile ofebeLonlis whole neties 
our diſtin charges and [places,in:a-more-eminent way c/7.. | 
then any other people of the world'; for: the Nations-of 
oreat Britainhave made anew thingintheworld; athing- 
which -hath nat been done by any Nation yg 
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fincethe: preaching: of the: Goſpel in it ,' a thing which * 
ſincethe Jewiſh Nation,inthe daies of Nehemiah, was ne- 
ver heard of in any Nation, that not only the Rulers, but 
the whole multitudeof the people ſhould enter into a Co- 

' venantwiththeirGod, and one with-another,' and' that 
two: Nations ſhould be-leagued with an Oath rogether 
man by.man, to walk in the waies of his Word, to main- 
tainthe Cauſe of Religion, - and to reformthemſelves ac-- 
cording to his will... This s a new thing' in the/Chriſtian 
Chucch, therefore there is a-ſpeciall: engagement lyirg' 
upon usall morethen uponother men; tobearevery one: 
our own veſſels, .tobearthe veſlclsof each other, and to 
bear joyntly the Church and: Cauſe of God in our heatts, 
hands-and ſhoulders. Inall the world thereighot a Ma- 
giſtracy {0 eminentlyentruſted with-factt a*charge;' over 

. a-people ſo neerly united unto:Godas yowand the Parlia- 
Tn!” hereof Ment of Scotlandare:: Yourcharge ismot only the ourward 
in rc cau/eof ſafety of three Kingdomes, to ſettle themineſych'a way as 
Reſermation. you. have dovenanted :::burtheca; eof theOProtefanr Re. 


sintenti- 
v fince the 
from Pope- 
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and by their care, power, authority, afliſtance and vigi- 
lancy, to bring them to $792, there to be fully ferled in 
the right uſe ofthe Ordinances of God. But none of all 


the Magiſtrates or Miniſters of other Nations have ever 


given ſuch an anſwer to this'call, as you and we of the 
Miniſtery, and this people hath done, for weall haveun- 
dertaken the cauſe in the full extent thereof: therefore we 
are in thisemployment,neerer unto God then any others; 
and he is more intereſled in you, and in Scotland, then in 
any Nation whatſoever. And it this be ſo : doe nor: you 
think that God will have a neerer reſpe& unto you, then 
unto others ? and that he doth expeQa more exact per- 
formance of this charge from you, then trom others. 
Youand we all have faſtenedthe cauſe we have in hand 
upon him.z and forthis cauſe we havens foundation to 
build on, bur. upon him - and he hath none orher employ- 
ment for us, butthat weall ſhould carry his veſſells care- 
fully out of Babylop, if you doethis faithfully according 
ro your. promiſe, and make ir your-aim to. fulfill your 
Covenant to this effet with him; you may be ſure that 
he will bear you up, and bear you outin all your difficul- 
ties ;_ but if you have any other aim,- and doe not make 
this your glory, thatthe veſlells ofthe Lord are commir- 


red tro your truſt ;, if you caſt them off in yourhearr, and 


. think them a weariſom., burden, and heavy to be borne; 
If,1 fay, any doth but .in his beart quit the charge com- 
mitted unto him, willnot God require jt at his hand ? 
doth not he trye the ſecrets of all hearts * and alrhough 
man may caſt diſhonour and contempt upon-hys veſlells 
of honour, andneglect them in hisrhqught, yethe will 


not utterly forſakerhem, bur will be found faithfull imee- 
them , although all. men ſhould prove lyars, Take 


heed therefore every one to his ſpirit, that yee deal nor 
E falſely 
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falſely with your God in this great Le: you 
may be ſure that he will nor ſuffer himſelf, by the con- 
tempt of his veſſells,” to be reproached and. vilified: 
he hath borne even from the dayes of old his own, from 
thebelly, fromthe womb he hath carryed them as a nurſing 
father, and hedoth promiſe tobe the ſam? unto them, even 
wnto their old age, and even unto hoar haires to carry then. 
Theonly way then for you to be ſupported by him, is 
this, that yoube ſure to ſupport with all your heart and 


. might his veſſells ; for you muſt know, that it is only for 


their ſake, that you are, and ſhall be a ſure nail faſtened in 
the wall of this Kingdome ; only I ſay for-this end, 


. that the veſſells of your Lords houſe, and the glory 


chereof may be hung' upon you : þut if you cannor be 
made uſe ofby- tifm ro thisefte&;though the nail be never 


ſoſtrong, and? faſtened inzplace never ſoſure, it ſhall 


be broken and pulled down, for the Lord hath ſpo- 
kenit. | SS th 
Let us thenall fearleft'we-come- ſhort of our duty,: in 
the chargecominitred unto us'tn pur ſeveral places, Let, 
us look to one another; and exhort one another daily, 
leſt our hearts be hardened, through the deceirtulnes of 
ſinfult and humane counſells, and leſtthe cagernes of 
purſuingrheſe, cauſe us forget the main thing commir- 
redunto us,” whicris,to-behzve our ſelves as. fervants on- 
ly, and as ſach ſervants who bear the veſſels of the Lord : 
and upon whom the eyes of the Lord are continy- 
ally open. | 
Andas this onthe one hand is an objeQ of exceeding 
great fear, to-make us carefull rhat we may not be found: 
taulry in ſogreat atruſt: fo onthe other hand, iris an un- 
ſpeakable matrer of joy, comfort and encouragement. 
tothole who havetheir conſctences cleer inthis matter; 
telling- 
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relling them, thar'they ain.ar nothingelſe bur at theduti- 
full performance of this very thing; namely,thattheveſ- 
fels ofthe Lord entruſted: anrorhem, may be borne and 
brought out of Babylon ſafely ro Zeraſalems, and there be- 
come ſerviceableunto:Gad, mis holy babitation., Hap- 
py is the- man whoſe heart is perfett towards: God: in 
this thing: This man may- be ſure that inthe midft ot 
trouble he ſhalt finde deliverance, and in the ſaddeſt 
times he ſhall be comforted and ſupported : for as his 
heart is engaged to rely upon Godin his ſervice: ſo he 
hath-arichand- ſore promiſe totraſt unto, chat Go7s 
Providencewill-beengaged for him. - The promiſe is, 
2 Chron.16.9. The eyes of the Lord ran to and fro thorow the 
whole earth, tafhew himſelf ftromg mm the behalfe of thoſe, whoſe 
heart is perfeth towards him; . tins. eyes will {py thee on 
whereſoeverthon art; and hishand will be ready preſt 
to:doe thee fervice for thy deliverance: even as thou with 
a perfe& heart arr ready to ſerve him m the bearing of 
his veſſels; butifthy heatt be imperfe& and unſound in 
this mattergwharfoeverthy: condition may now be, and 
how proſperous foever; the judgements arenot yetatan 


end, before all be done;rhouthalr be ranked with the Hy- - 


pocritesin Sion, who are forced to cry 'out even then 
when $10z is filled withjadgement and righteouſnes,wirh 
wiſdom and knowledgey and the tear of the Lord; ther 
ſhall ſuch Hypocrites at! ofthem be forced ro lament and 
cry ; who of #« ſhall dwelt with the devoaring fire ? who of us 
ſhall dweft with the everlaſting burnings? . 1! 30 BURL IH? 
-Fhis uſe and application of rhe-Doctrine doth reſpe&t 
us all ndifferently, "in char relation wherem we ſtand, 
under the Oath and: Covenant of our God:; this is a:mar- 
rerbothr of fear and of comfort, -as wefinde our hearts 

affecedrherewich/; that we may all lean and be minde- 
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full both high and low, both Civill and Eccleſraſticallin 
our ſeverall places, to ſervethe Lordin the preſervation 
of his veſſels with fear ; and to rejoyce inthe performance 
of our duty with trembling. Now before I kave the 
point,. ſeeing you have put me inthisplace, robe your re> 
membrancer in the name of the Lord; give me leave ro 
diſchargethis ſpecialltruſt, by ſpeaking a word of ſpeci- 
all application more diſtintly unto thoſe that are in pla- 
ces of civill employment, or that affeQand ſeekafter the 
fame. - - p 1 

Fo thoſeler me ſay thts ; That they oughrccarefully to 
beare in minde the name, which here the Propher doth 
give them : he doth call them. weſſel-bearers of the Lord. 
By this demonſtration theyare taughtnotonly what their 
chargeis, but under whom, and in whoſe atme they are 
ro adminiſter the fame; namely, under God, and in the 
name ofthe Lord. Therefore the waighty admonicion 
which ?choſhaphat gave unto the judges of Iſrael, whom 
he appointed inallrhe Cities of 7#dsþ, is now to be gi- 
ven unto you : heſaith unto the Judges, 2 Chron,19.6;7: 
Take hced what ye doe ; yee judge not: for man, but for the 
Lord, wha is with you in the judgement ,; let thenthe feare of 
the Lord be upon you. Remember this when you are in 
Parliament, orin Commttees appointed by ity . remem- 
ber that ye. judge not for man, but for the: Lord.. Call 


| to nainde that itts he who hath called you tothe place; 


that inhis preſence,who doth ſee all your intentions, it is . 
not ſafe ro judge for favour, or to-have deſignes for, or a» 
gamnſithis or that party,or perſon, for this or thar parti- 
cular intereſt, Remember. ſaith Jehoſaphar,thar the Lord 
is with you mthe judgement: that it 1s notin your own 
name, and for your own endsthat you are there, bur-in 
hisſtead; therefore letthe feare of the Lord be upon-you. 

| 6-3 | And 
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And this is the warning which belongeth unto you, who 
arealready in places. Qthers there be, who ſeek ro come 
to places; becauſe theſe are times of ation and employ- 
ment z and men that are zealous.ina good cauſe, may of- 
fer themſelves to a call. which is lawfull: let meſpeak a 
word unto ſuch. alſo. I will not narrowly examine by 
what means-men ſeekto come to places; bur ſuppoſing 
itto be ina lawfulland approved way, I would heartily 
adviſe them, ifthey will have any comfort intheir pla- 

ces,to lookto their own hearts, to ſer them aright. co- 


wards the end, for which their places are ordained by 


God: and to conſider the intention of him alone, by 
whoſe favour they can be maintained, and become uſe- 
full ro the publike, and to themſelves in. their places. 
This then they mnſt know,that God hath ordained all 
ſuch places, not for a private uſe, - that a man ſhould 
getinto it to {it ſafe, and warm, and high, to be reſpe- 
&ed morethen his neigbaur; to get power and beableto 
{way a party, ortocrofle this or that ſuppoſed defigne of 
another.party;: this God doth not in an ordinary way 


call any man unto: therefore look to it youthat come ro. 
ordinary . places, look to your own aim, which you can. 


know beſt: it = think to receive your call with a ble(< 
ſing from God, hoping to-be maintained by him in your 
laces; you muſt be ſure: that your purpoſe is an{wers- 
leuntohis : he calls you to have- a hand in the-admini- 
tration ot his affairs, that is, to help-in the -work of his 


mercy and juſtice, to bear up mercifully and kindely his 


veſſels of honour, and deſtroy, inthe way of judgement, 


the veſſels ofhis wrath :'he.calls you to march with the - 


veſſels of his mercy out of Babylon : and he. calls you ro 


come with them to his 7eruſalem-: ifthen my apply not- 
5 W .yor 
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ſhould bear them : whence you ſhould depart, and wiki- 
ther you ſhould goe with them ; truly you will have lit- 
tle or no comfort in your places in the end. 

Ler me propoſe unto you, for your admonition, the 
example of Shebna, of whom we reade in 1ſa.22.15,16, 
8&c. he was over the houſe, and treaſuter of the King of 
Zada : and we finde by the circumſtances of things mentt- 
oned in that chapter, that it was a time of trouble, and 

er of warre, .1n which times men that are im high 
places, can make ufe of thers to their greateſt zdvantage, 
if they be wile ſtates-men; and fo did Shebns, he did up- 
hold his ftate, heprovided for himſelf, as onethat gra- 
veth an habitation for himſeltin a rock; he had the cha- 
rets of his gloryto attend upon him, and fo ſerved him- 
ſelf of his place:but what dorh God ſay to all this? he 
ſendeth the Prophet narto-him, ' ro tell him, rhat he had 


-made his reckoning without his hoſt, that he made ac- 


acount to ſettle hunfelt on: high, bur that God''would 
turne him down low, andout of his place, and roffe him 
up and down like & ball in a Targe conntrey, and that 
the charets of his glory ſhould become the ſhame of his 
Lords houte: and why ſhould all this befall! unto him ? 
ic may be gathered from theplace;that it was, ! becauſe he 
was not faithfullro the charge which God had committed 
ro him, and that hedid notlook fo. much tothe veſſels of 
the Lord, as to himſelf, "Ina word, he was a ſtares-mar, 
tharlookt to his own ends in a publike place : therefore 
God appointed Elrakins toi be put' in his" place ; who . 
ſhould: have! a care 'ofthe. veſſels, from” the leaſt to the 
greateſt : who ſhould ſupport the glory thereof, and in 
thisemployment, be: faſtened as a nail m-4 ſure place. 1 
need notto infilt furthernporehe- application -of this' ex- 
ample, only look to it, that thers 'be no*Sheb»ws found 


amongſt 
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amongſt you ; but that every one ler his heart in upright- 
nesto his duty, as Fliakim did. | 
Andthis much forthe firſt part of the Text, concern- 
. ingtheperſons to whom thepromife of deliverance our of 
Babylon is made z now follow the duties which 'God re- 
quireth of them by vertue ofa call. be Sus 
Ofthe duties. 

Theſeduties we have ſaid inthe beginning, are chief- 
ly ewo. The firſt is,that they ſhould refolve upona march 
from Babylon; _Theſecond is, that in their march they 
ſhould be carefullro preſerve themſelves from uncleannes, 
and perfit holines. | 

Thecall ro march from Babylon is in theſe words, De- 
panes depart ye, goe ye out from thence, goe ye out of the 
midit of her, namely,out of Babylon. , 


Firſt,obſerve here howearneſt the Spirit of Godis to 


pive this call ;*this is apparent inthe frequent repetition 
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Is the 62il to 
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Babylog is ob- 
ſerved, 

IL. The earneſt. 
nes thereof. 


of the ſamething, to ſhewthe importance of the duty, 


and the neceſſity of doing it withour: delay ; for when 
God ſaith, Depart ye, depart ye, goye out, go ye out : is nor 


this as much asithe had ſaid, make no delay, tarry nor, 
marchaway with all ſpeed ? the reaſon of this earneſtnes. 


ro preſſe usto all diligence in this departure istwo-fold. 
The firſt is,thedanger wherein we may be,if we ſtay long 
in Babylon : this is declared-more expreflely'in the Reve- 
lation, chap. 14 ver.q. Comeye out opher, (namely, Baby- 


By rea{fon of the 
darger of lags 
ing. 


lon) my people, that ye benot' partaker of her ſinnes, and that 


. gerecerve not of her plagues; the danger is, that if we make 


any ſtay in Babylon, we may be infected with her fins, 


and be involved in her plagues; being called away, it we 
obey not, we can promiſe to our ſelvesno protection, et- 


ther from finne, or from-the- puniſhment thereof , and* 


the danger of being overtaken with the puniſhment is. 
great, 


i 
32 A Sermon preached beforeth: 

great, becauſe it is ſaid that it ſhall be very ſuddain, when 

ſhe ſhall think her ſelf moſt ſecure, and ſafe, then in' a mo- 

ment, in one diy her plagues [hall come, even in their perfe- 

dion, 11a.47,8,9. therefore it is very dangerous to make 

any delayes. 

Beſides the danger of the event of a flow departure 

there is another cauſe why the call is ſo earneſt; namely, 

And by rex” the dulnes of our inclination to ; and the ayerſencsof our 
| fey "= minde from the reſolution of this march and removall. 
We canor naturally apprehend the dager wherein weare 

within Baby/on: and not being ſenſible thereof, we finde 
no caule ot fearzand ſo cannot reſolve to flee; nay,we love. 

to ſtay there where weare accuſtomed, You may ſee a 

cleer example of this in Lot z He was a godly man ; he 

' was told by the Angels, that Sodom: ſhould be deſtroyed, 

he did beleeve. the warning and in his former conver- 
2PFct.1.8, ſation amongſt the Sodowrtes, he found no delight, bur 
griefofſoul: Yet for allthis, when ir came to a ſuddain 
removall, he could-not get his matters diſpatched, nor 

come to his march from thence, till the Angels forced 

him inamanner away z forthe Text ſaith, they rook him 

by the hand, and ſet him without the City, Gen.19.16. and 

then when he was gone, his wife having received a com- 

mand not to look back, could not refrain to expreſfle her 
inclination towards Sedom; although ſhe could not be 
ignorant of the prohiÞþition. This then doth manifeſtthe 

krong bent of our deſires to remain in Babylon,” which by 

this earneſt call the Spirit doth endeavour toovercome in 

us; even as Chriſt alſo. doth upon the like occaſion in 

few words warne us, Luk.17.32. ſaying, Remember Lots 

wife , to ſhew that in us there is a diſpoſition to res 

main in Sodom , although. we be ſtrongly called our 

Lf it. 
« The 


Honourable Honſeof Commots, Noverab.16 1645 $3 
'The-words of the exhorration are cleer, and! need nv | 
explicuton, The DoQrine tobe goed from them: is 


_— hat the. great and man. wel of a Chriſtian in this li e 
i, tomarch Labory and Wakes 4 jafe <= from + Coe. Ye Cores ” 
come toiJeruſalem. - i' '> Dofrizes,. 
To make good this Ny und to open the whole miat- 4nd opened in 
cer, I muſt hereſhewthree chings. | | » three beadss 
3. Whar the myſtery of pr ery is, in oppoſition ro 
fil How at Chiltians 
2. ns are in a-B oniaw iv 
whiles they are is this preſent world: dr ogy iy, 
3- How notwithftanding'this captivity, they may be 
marching WAA arid! a —— roo po _ 
62194 ts 99 ©2 421; «26 
Concerning: Bubplew: to x lai opewrhe Wa 6 teodeanthe; 
of 4 10-40 jon -t0*.Fe ; "We obL ry of Babylon: 
ſerve the literall rruth of-borh-uheſe-Ciries3-and'then 
eake; pp from thence - thareheveiniche\ 'myſtery''doth 
ſtand,* 2. 2d, Sat 02227 LEE 2910 car SES T0 O17 vn nn 
- The firſt driginall of the Ciry and Tower of gable, 
is reported iu'the eleventh” Chaprer of G 'the ſub- akin 


ſtance-of the ſtory-is\this.”- \'That/ih after-the . 
flood being ofone: e;diddeſizneto build/z4-rows 
cr,/whoſe rop-ſhould reach: ans. ;'and airy by 


it,  onctefic name, _ lea ore 
edabroad 
poſt dig mi 
ers, whole 1; f 
edrhemabroi PE eats Firtnre to plade 
yy tri" lon,. which ſignifice | 
terthis ſcarrermg ob firſt builders of 'Babal,, the tous 


dations 'ofirhe Ciry-being only: _ > 
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it was built by Nimred, who in ic began the firſt 'Mo- 


narchy-of the world ; which continued there, till it came 
to its higheſt perfection inthe dayes of Nebwchadnezzar, 
This Nebuchadnezzar was the man that took 7cruſalem by 
force , burnt it with fire;and tranſported thepeoplethere- 
of into Babylon, and the veſſels of the Lords houſe, into 
the houſe'of his gods. Now Ferufalem,which he did con- 
querand ſubdue, was the Mother- City of the Zewi/b Na- 
tion, the place where God had put his name amoneg(t his 
ple; there was his Temple where his publike- wor- 
ip was obſerved, and as long asthe Nation did keep 
the ordinances and the lawes of their God, they were in 
fafery under Gods proteQion: but when they fell away 
from him, he gave them-up unto the hands of their ene- 
mies, to be afflicted by them: and amongſt others, the 
King of Babylon was the heavieſt enemy that ever they 
had ;nor was the Gity ofFersſalem ever taken from them 
by any, before Nabwohadnezzar, | 
_. Themwyſtery whichis ta bediſcovered: inthe oppoſt- 
tion of theſe rwo Cities and ſtates, muſt be ob({trved 
from thx wherein theproperty of cheir different conſti- 
rutions'dorh ſtand, a$1t is unrverſall ro all of the ſame 
kinde : a5 thee by the Cuy of Fersſalem the frame and na- 
tureofthe-ChurchgfGod is ſer forthz ſo by Babylow'is 
ſer foeth:: the frame ghd nature of -humane-worldly foci- 
eties, Inthe ſtare and condition of 7e«ſelem we finde 
all che properties of the true Church of God: and inthe 
ſtate and condition of Buby/on,, we: finde- all the proper. 
wes of the Kingdomsofthis world.) + 1: +. 


. - Fermſalem, (this name) doth fignify the vidion of nonce, 


to ſhew, that nowhere but inthe Church and le of 


God the way. to.true peace can: be known or followed, 
and that none þut ſuch as enjoy the-tpus _— wy 
| 0d, 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons, Novemb.26,1645, 
God, and keep his Covenant and ſtatures,”can hope for 

,eitherin this world, or in that which isto'come. 
And the name 8abylon,doth fignifie confufion and- difor- 
der, to ſhew,that all che-wayes of men wherein they re- 
ſpe& not God,bur follow their 'own defignes, come ro 
confuſion and: diſorder. 'Forthe'myſtery-of sabylon 1s 
ro be ſeen in the counſells and endeavours of the firſt 
builders of the Tower and City after the flood ; they 
rook counſell amongthemfetves, without any:refpe&un- 
to God ; they reſolved upon/a courſe to preſerve and fe- 


EL 


The r oppofite 
counſels and 
endeavours. © 


cure themſelves, "and did endeavour ina rationall way, - 


by their own induſtry to bring- it to paſſe: - This is the 
way ofall naturall men inajl their undertakings, they ne- 
ver look to God intherr purpoſes, they mindeonlythem- 
ſelves, andtruſt ro nothing butto cheig own ſtrength and 
abilities, 'androthoſe contrivances which,according td 
their policy, they have laid down to befollowed.” © 
© ' Butrhe myftery of Godlinesis ro be ſeen in the coun- 
ſells and endeivours of the' true Citizens of 'ferafatem'; 
whoſe whole life was to be pmney 'deperidents upon 
God, in obeying his will : all their counſell was to be ra- 
ken fromthe ofacle which he had ſeramongſt them ; and 
all their endeavours were to be undertaken in htis,'-and 
The myſtery rhen of Fabylon doth conſiſt chiefly in 
this; That it isthe method or way of Government which 
naturall reaſon doth.ſuggeſt unto worldly men, to ſecure 
themſelves from danger, to ger themſelves a name upon 
Earth, and to ſubdue others unto theirpower, aftertheir 
own will. SA; AP ny 2 
But the myſtery of Jeruſalemis the way of government 
which the Word of God doth preſcribe unto ſpirituall 
men, to aſſure ther of Gods favour, to gertheir names 
F 2 written 
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written in Heaven, to ſhew themlſelyes ſervants unto all 
men through love, not intendingto bring any under their 
power, bur. all co. the obedience of the will of God in 
Chriſte; ,., 

. - Toopen the whole wyllery more fully ,, we muſt un- 

Lerſtand that it lyes berween;therwo wayes of govern- 
ment; which are to. be compared in foure, things,” in 
their Principles , in- their epds, in thejr means to attain 


thoſeends Tm in theit manner of 4dling; with their ſub- 
jects iy the 


thoſe m G9 TER 7 1 
The principle of the, 5 wu UL governinent,, is that 
Idol which Polititians ls the Reaſon,of fate, or- the In- 
tereit of Htate,upon which, as up 


14f A [tre _ all the 
whe GL cs er in £ 4 | ; 
This De hic hichja [the | 
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this wor! othr MR thei coun Als, ad the beſt it is 
nothing 'el Gl manera wi cluſiogof govern; 
Hr? which man, ypan he ra- 
all rad ifcop ancesot - 
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The end of the. Jabvlonian gov overnment, that is, the 
aim which Yor ave.in the þ Boverning ag ſtates, is 


three-fold. ey aimAr which isa 6 condh 
tion of Ge, —_ _ == being, which 


ſubje&s. Pe The Am ata well- nmnkens rr is 
a.condition of credit, {plendourandrenown, not. .tq be 


Bog, lefle then : yy fnthek: Neighbours... : Thirdly, 
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they aim-at an abſolute being, which, is a: condition -of 
wer,'andcommand.-at will ; co have all things withour 
controll in ſubje&ion to themſelves: for nacurally all go- 
vernment.dath tendto an abfolurenes of ſuperiority, and 
cannotreſt cill irarrivetoit. Burtheend of the govern- 
ment ofthe-Ciry, of God is this; to bring the Saints to- - 
have communion with God. - The Apoſtle Zohndoth tell 
us hisend \wherefore. he did 24miniſter che. Apoſtolicall 
charge ; namely,that we ſhould have felewſbip with thens. 
that were Apoſtles;andzruly (ſaich he).owr fellowſhip is with, 
the Father, and with his S onune Jeſus Chrit,x Joh 1.3 Pauls 
end and aim-was tepreſent every. man. perfect in Chriſt Je- 
fas, Cal, 1128, «and when therrye 7erufa/cm (hall be eſta-: 
bliſhed, ghisjend ſhall be arrained ,.for irſhall -be.the 74-, 
bernacle .of $0d, with... mens, wha. will divell; with;\them;: 
and they ſhall-be his nn joy God himſelf ſhall bewith them,, 
end be their Gud;Revel.21.3. which1s The only true hap- 
pines ofrhe.loul; for in Gods preſence is fulnes of joy: ,and; 
at his vight ne arepleaſmes for evirmore;Plal 1 5411s: : !i: » 0 
., [Thus then the-Babylonias ſtate doth im atatemporalb | 
happines, ſuchas men uſe to imagine unto themlelyes' in. 
this world; for their contentation (which yet is neyer at- 
rained) (Bub-allthe.contentation.of the cbildrenof;Gadh 
15 obtanedinhaving: communion with him, and ſeeing; 
bim, 2/4.4;6;: The'worldling ſaith} whe,wll ſhew ws-any 
good ? But the childe of God doth'an{wer, Lord, lift them 
up the light x uma upon 5, for thou wilt make 
me more glad thereby, then when:their'carne aud. wine: itis 
CFeA th. #6: | T3ILTS? 70 2 10%» 3; redo t24 co 59h 
| a means by which the ſtate of Babylom doth come ;. I their-0p- 
e the ends which it p1opoſeth unto & felf,-are chiefly P*fic meanre 
two : Policie, and Power, The greaznes of this world dot 
walk upon 'theſe;yva leggs.: a P __ — 
It 3 5 _ 
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"tude of thy ſorceries, wherein thou haſt laboured pavile 
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'thar counſell and ſtrength are for warre : and all the ſtares of 


this world-are ſtates of warre ; for there is no peace t0 the 
wicked,ſaiththe Lord, 1[a.48.22. 

' By policy, we underſtand all the contrivances of 'hu- 
mane wit and reaſon to compaſle ſelf-ends: and whether 
the contrivance be fair or foul ;, it it but reach theend, it 
will ſerve the turne of a naturall ſtates-man. Babylon doth 
boaſt ofher wiſdom,1ſ4.47,10,12,13. Thywiſdom and thy 
knowledee hath perverted thee faith the Prophet: and imme: 
diately before, Thou hait truited in thy wickednes : thou 
haſt [aid, None ſeeth me. The men of this'world'lay theit 
plots deep : they ſeek deep to hide their counſell from the Lord, 


their works are in the dark, and t Who ſeeth us ?' who 


knoweth as ? 1{4.29.15.. But the children of light. delight 
ro walk inthe light, - and inthe preſence of their God, to 
doe all things opegly, becauſe they know rhar nothing 1s 
hid bue it thall be revealed.” "The counſells of Babylon 


are nor-only ſuch as proceed from the-principles of natu- 


rall truth, honeſty; and juſtice,wherennto alt pretend for 
their own ends; but ſuch as admit of all eraſe; ſubeiley 
and deceit, nay of witch-craft, ſorceries and inchant- 
ments, Stand now with thine inchantments, and the multi- 


wh, 
faith the Prophet. And this is the finall reſult of all hu- 
mane deceitsand policies which tend to wickednes, Sa- 
ran becomes _ wow | 

The powerof Babylon is all the riches, the ſtrength 

the authority which-itcan purchaſe to make PH ey 
derable; whereby it dothexalr it ſelf in compariſon of 0- 
thers, and what with allurements on the one ſide, and 


+. Wehrterrours on the'other, or, with auall violence- ir la- 


boureth to bring all into ſubjeRion to ir ſelf. | 
Burche means by which the City of God doth com- 


paile 


TPP s- 
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le theendofher government, arealſo two, namely, 
the word and the ſpirit : This s my Covenant with them,ſaith 
the Lord, my Spirit which © upon thee, and my words which 
I have pat in thy mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the month of thy ſeed, nor ous of the mouth of thy 
ſeeds ſeed. The Covenant on. Gods part is to furniſh his 
Church with the Word and Spirit, theſe are the two 

ides of truth, to leadall that come to God in all his 
cruth by theſe rtwo ; namely,throughthe ſpirit according 
to the word :the Church is ſetled in a way of govern- 
ment under Chriſt, with diverſfities of offices, and diffe- 
rences of gifts, ofadminiſtrations, and of operations an- 
fwerable thereunto; the office of miniſtring the Word 
| and Sacraments ,, the office of ruling and overſeeing the 
Aock, the office of diſtributing unto the neceſſities of the 
Saints, arethe principall and ordinary means of bring- 
ingthe Citizens -of Zerwſalew to.have communion with 
God. Theadminiſtration of Inſtruction, of Exhortati- 
-on, of Comfort, of Reproof, and of. our Corre&ion in. 
the way. of government, judgement and diſcipline, by 
'theuſe of the keys ofthe Kingdome of Heaven, to ſhut it 


33 
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upon the refraRory, and to openit unto the penitent fin- | 


'ners;; are the duties ofchoſe ro whom the offices are com- 
mitted, all which rhey muſt doe, not.in a Lordly way,. 
butaccording tothe rule,as ſtewards of the myſteries and. 
manifold gifts and graces of God, ordained for. the edi- 
fication, of the: Children of God. in the, houſehold of 
Faith. annie ns 13 $551 789; HT - | 
The'manner. of. dealing which. Rbylen ufeth towards 
her ſubje&s, 1s that which menule towards beaſts :- ſhe 
rideth che beaſt, I underſtand this of. the beaſtly 
art of humane nature, (for thecorruption of our nature: 


4+ In their op» 
popite manner 
of dealing, 
Revecl.1743+ 


1a that which is ſenſuall.and carnall doch -purus in = 
= | | 2 


— 
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- caſeand condition of beaſts to be ruled and governed as 


they are) this way of ruling men as beaſts,is practifed, 
when with abſolute power ſhe doth bring | her ſubjects 


- unto abſolute obedience; when they are bound todoe all 


by animplicite faith ignorantly, only becauſe ſhe' dorh 


: command it to be done; even as a horſe turnerh this' or - 


that way, only becauſe he that rideth on him doth draw 


- the bridle tothe right or left hand. When they are led 


by baits and ſenſuall allurements of pleaſure,or profit, or 


- imaginary grearries ; and when they are oyer-awed with 

the whip and the ſpurre;'and driven to doe whatſoever 

| he doch eſe, witoutany rſpe2o ralonor conſe: 
t ny t 


ence for their own good, butonly toexalt her greatnes in 


this world. 'Andthis is the way of all humane goyern- 


ment, which is'meerly narnratf; nay.che uſe of hnaturall 


reaſon, as it refleerh upon" ourward things withotit re- 
ſpect unto God, dothteachthe great ones ofthis world 
none other way to deal with their ſabje&s: and_ herein 
"the great Romiſh whoreof 'Babylos, the Mother of For- 


nication, hath ourſtript all the reſt ofthe'Earth io policy, 


and ſhewed to all the Kings of the earth, the dept ofthe 


myſtery of iniquity in this government, ſo thatthey have 


drunk out ofthecup of her fornications,'and their ſtates. 


men have committed Adukery withher. 


Bur the mannier of dealing 'which isuſed' in the Ci 
of God towardstheinhabirantrs of Jeruſalem, is nor at aſl 
Arbirary,it (ge Legall ; there is but one: Law- 
giver, Jeſus Chriſt; and under hicp the government is 
to beadminiſtred; even'aghe himſeltwhenHewaSinthe 


. 


' fleſh, did-behave himſelf in the adminiftrarioti thereof 
towards his ſubjects. '' He was not as a Eofdover them, 
' buras their ſervants in love, to admit of them, and to 
receivethern to theglory of God,” His way of dealing 
5% . Was 
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was to inlighten their underſtandings, to exhort | them, 
and to lead them forth in the' way wherein they were to 
walk,' and togo before them. By this rule all the: offi- 
' cers of his Kingdom are to walk towards his ſervants : 


all his rrue ſervantsare his members; :and' theſe have as! 
great aright in him, asthoſe whom he hath made rulers: 


overthem'4 in him they are all but fellow-ſervants and 
Brethren ; and the meaneft of themyin caſe. of any offence, 


may call the greateſt, '*nay though he were:an Apoſtle, 


(yea,andthechicteſt ofthe Apolttes,as we fee it fell our in 
Adtts chap.1 1.) toan account; to ſhew the grounds and 
reaſon of his proceeding in any matter ::and to-this effect 
. Thrones of judgenient-are ſer; even Thrones of the: hinſe of 
Dyvid Sabin Peruſalemi;”: By the means'of theſe thrones 
allthe liberties and priviledges of the Children 'of | God 
are:preferved; and none. (tor all are alike; accountable- 
cothem)is ſuffered ro live and doe what hepleaſerhiin an 
Artiarary ney, whetherke be bigh'orlow;-tothethrone. 
of Chriſt he-muſt ſtoop, :or be broken to- pieces with a 
rodotIron, Pſal.2.7,8,9. Fo 
.. Thus youſce the difference, and the oppoſiticn of the 
rwo myſteries, of the ſpiricuall,and ofthe wordly govern- 
ment ;\rheone- refleing 'immediatly upon the ſouls of 
men ;z the-otherupon their bodiesand bodily ſtate.z'and 
reaching nofurther in theutmoſtextentthereof, : 
I have done with the firſt point. The ſecond thing 
which1am to make apparent, forthe proofof the princ1- 


41. 


ll Dodrine,is this; Thar: al- Chriſtians whiles they et 
are in-this world; are: under this Babylonian captivity in privity in Ba 
. \, byloa 


ſomeſort, x _ a pF ——_ 

To makethis good, the foyndation of the mz of 
Babylon,which isuniverſall, ito bediforrand” axtchi 
isnothingelſe, but-theuniverſall corruption ofthe foul 

G | of 
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of man in his conſcience, will,reaſon; atx{allthe inferior 
faculties thereof; andthe want of powerin the ſuperiour 
faculties; to rule and ſubjerhe'imaginations and affe- 
ions untb the will of God. This corruption was brought 
in by 44m fall into ournature 5heaffeRted-an [ndepent- 
ent power from God to be his ;' and ſuffering his 


Tufts to break forth againlt the will of God, he broughe 


himſelf and all-mankinde of his poſterity, into diforder 
and confuſion;; forashe didar firſt, foall:men doe Rl, 
and in thing chey affect to be abſolute withinchem- 
ſelves, and overorthersto have power to rule: The ſpirit 
whichis inus, faich: the Apoſtle, doth cover to envy: and 
fromthisfpirid ofenvy doth proceed-all our Babylonides 
diſordes and confufion; 'all our ambiion; kuftand-irtfe:. 
till Chriſtrhen have tully deſtroyedthe worksofthe Dt- 
vil mournaure; and converſation one cowards another, 
no mar thall he freed -frs ſomepart of the bondageof this 
Babylonzzmxaptivity cbecaufe as it is rovted mthe natujall 
faculriesofevery mais foul; fo-of neceifiey 11 muſt: break 
forth and fruRifie, in allthe ſtates and -employments of 
every manslite,” Except then a man can live 1n the fleſh 
withour-ull relationsunto other men: that isto fay, -- - 
- © Firſt, withour, betingi undera -Mayiftrate that $1, civill 
matters ſhall rule his tubjeRs by the princpples,' for -the 
ends, by the means, and in the wayes' of wortdly go- 
arwonr RIS Jheing nnder a Midifiery, wie 

-. - Secondly,withoutbeing undera;Mituftery; wheremen, 
ein gifes. oraces};ofirell and adminiſtrations, defi a- 


| blethen Chriſtand his Apoſtiesin the wayes of ſpiritual} 
government. - * | $246, 
Thirdly, without being under fome xdependences of 
theſetwo, fach as are thecommon wealth ;the Coarts 
bf Juſtice, the:governmemts of /places m.tune of "__ 
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and vrarre; the ordinarices of trades andi merchandiſes 
by Sex and Land,! which-ars brought'to afiy\/hatane 
rules:  ; And in the Church: che dependences are-: the 


conſtirution of: Families ; the! education 6f Children in 


Schooles, and the trades of all' naanner-of {earring and 
ſciences,;. {which I:calterades,|bedmile amongſt men-ſci- 
ena i Ko EAT." 56-1 in all c<&'pitts 
thereof. Sr bIGG AIC O01 FREE: £1 1 IBN 
| Seo ANY IA man-can hve in the fleſh wichour-ſom : 
relation; 6r fubordination- unto wnyof theſe? ir is unpoÞ 
ſible for him, to_be free from: ' this '84bplamias los ca- 
privity.” + wu Ne WRLIN 1oe TMR FIDE Ge 
- One proof may fuffice*for alt ; and rhat\ is*the whole 
book of Eccleſtaftes, -wherethe preacher Solomon baving 
tryed all rhingsimthis world; to ſee what he eould fide 
- in themy-detho well» 0s, char: he found* nothing "ee, 
=_ vanity! of vanities, and- an endlefle vexation of 
piries ©0116 44 2 a 
: Andthe Apoſtleſpeaking of the whole: creation, tells 
us in like worn a Ro groan and. travel in pain, 
rilln bedeliuered from the bondage of corruption, and the ſub- 
ATI CE wax t" | Nor doth he except the 
. Sainrs from theſame condition , for they «ſs groan within 
themſelves, waiting for the re: vs | " 
this Babylonwherein welive, till they come ro theenjoy- 
ment of the glorious liberty of thi Sonnes of God. © 
And this mayſuffice for the' ſecond-point; the third 
' thingwhich was tobe made good, 15 this ; That althrgh 
we artthus involved and inangled nnder the powey' of this 
Babyloniancopiovity, that mewerthileſſe the way' wh yok 
ue romiarch away fromthence, and come tothe ſp.ritaalt Jeru- 
falem, which « the Mother of all Saints. Rn.7 "28 
* 'Tomakethis goed , I need'no other proof then the 
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23, 


VEre 23, 


their bodies, from 


3. 1n the poſſi. 

bility of our de= 

liverance jrom | 
it, | 


4+ 


V4.2 
of Sermou preacbed beforethe 

words. of my. Text ;- which holding| forth ſo carneſt ia 
exhontTion, (ſhew that it is Gods intention. the thing! 
ſhould be done : and if ir ſhould be done by Gods intenti-: 
on, then it may be done, nor is: it a-legall commande- 
ment, -Which is ofthings impoſſitble.forus ro doe of our 
ſelves, bur it isan evangelicall commandement,to which 
2 promile of grace made. unto beleevers is alwayes: ad- 
joyned, which doth make the work poſſible. | 

The commandement is,belides that of the Revelation, 
chap LB;4+. Come out of her my people, 8:c.. very muchpreſ(- 
le upEenus.in two places. : 951t 3. < watt 201 27h 

The firſt is,Rom.12.1,2, I beſeech you, brethrew, (ſaith 
the, Apoſtle). bythe mercies of God, that ye preſent your: bo- 
dies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable wnte God, which « 
your reaſonable ſervice ; ang be ye not confarmed to this world, 
but he ya transformed by the rentwing of: your minde: Now 
that chis isnot impoſſible unto the er, ts apparent z 
becauſe God hath promiſed, Ezek,r1.19. 1 willput a new 
/dirit within you ; therefore ſecing Goddothundertake the 
work, jt'is not impoſlible. + 

The ſecondplace is paralell unto my Text, and a com- 
mentary thereon to explain it, it is in 2:Cor.6.14,15,16, 
17. Where the Apoſtle doth ſer forth this duty, as the 
main tenour of Gods Covenant with us, : He bringeth in 
God ſpeaking to us, and offering himſelf, -that he will 
receive us,and- dwell - with us, and beto nsas a Father, 
and make us his Children ; uponthis condition, that we 
ſhall bur ſeparate our ſelves from the darkneſle, the un- 
righteouſnes,the uncleannses, and the Belial of this world, 
tocometorthe light, ' tothe righteoufnes, and: tothe ho- 
nes of Chriſt ; whereupon in the beginning of the ſe- 
venth Chaprer he inferreth this exhortation z Therefore 
lex 145, cleayſe our ſelves from all filrhines of the fleſh- and 


ſprrit 3. 


- 


Honourable Houſe of Commons, Novemb.2 6.1645: 

fprit, ' perfeiting holineſſe in the fear of God. 

N Erorkall which, the Doctrine which Idid offer unto 
youfrom the Text, isto be concluded thus, that itise- 
vident that the main and great work of a Chriitianin this life, 
is, to march away and make a ſafe retreat from Babylon, to 
come to Jeruſalem. The Apoſtle 4:3.2.40. as ſoon as 
the firſt converts had given their names up unto Chriſt, 


45 


doth prefle this duty upon.them; Save your ſelves ſrom this, 


untoward generation, as being the main thing by them. to. 
be intended. | | 
' Thereaſon why this is to be counted the great and 
main work, is this; becauſe herein isthe fulfilling of the 
intent ofall ire" ofthe Goſpel. For the Apo- 
{tle,2 Pet.1.4- 
are givento us to thisend, that by them we ſhould eſcape 
the corruption which i inthe world through luſt, and become 
partakey of the divine nature; which in effe& is nothing 
cte butto march away from Babylon, and cometo the ſpi- 
rituall Zeruſaters. | | 
- 'Theuſe and application is, forexhortationand earneſt 
entreatyz Tharthe reſolution here recommended tothe 
veſſel-bearers ofthe Lord, may be ſeriouſly laid to hearr, 
and carefully minded by every one of you that are 
here. | ; ; | 
If you think that:the matter doth any: way concert 
ou; then you ought notto ſlight the admonition , and 
if you think it any honour to be a veſlel-bearer of the 
Lord, andif you conceive that-God doth look after thoſe 
whom he doth employ-in honourable charges; then. con- 
ceivealſo that it will be very neceſlary to-ſertle your reſo- 
lutions in a way anſwerable unto his call. . If you can ap» 
prehend itany way dangerousto be in Babylon, then lin- 


ger not to make an eſcape. Andifrhe ſtareof Jeruſalem =» | 


G. 3 


oth tell us, that all the precious promiſes 
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the wayto happines, thenmake haſte to live in it ; lift up 
the hands that hang down, and the feeble knees, make 
ſtraighr paths unto your teer,and depart,O depart ye, go 
= = ot the midſt of her, that bear the veſlels of the 

ord. oO 

. Thisevery one is bound to doe for himſelf ; but ſuch . 
as are leaders ofthe flocks muſt-intend to march þetore 0+ 
thers, and dire@ them in the way. The Prephet feremy 
in his fifth Chapter from wver.4. tog. doth repreſent un- 
to us our condition, and the duty of ourrulers. Our con- 
dirion is like to that of the Children of If-acl and Fadah, 
who are ſaid to be going, and wreeping,' and ſeeking the Lord 
their God. This weare now doing intheſe dayes of our 
Humiliation chiefly, iftherebe ar all any fincerity in us. 
Itis faid of rhem, ' that they ſhould avk the way to: Zion with 
_— thitherward;, This T hope we are now doing. 
Iris ſaid,tharthey fhall exhort one another, ſaying, come, 
let us joyne our ſelves unto the Lord, ina perpetuall Covenant 


that ſhall not beforgotten This I hope we have done al- 


ready. Thenthe diſtracted condition ofthe ſheep being re- 
preſented , that their own (hepherds had cauſed them to go 4- 
{tray, and turned them away on the mountains, and that they 
had gone from mountain to mountain, and had forgotten their 
reſting place : which was in former time, mm is ſtill in 
ſome ſortour condition. Allthis being thuspremiſed,the 
exhorration followeth,which I deſire ro make my words 
unto youat this time, Remove ont of the midſt of Babylony 
go forth ont of the midſt of the Chaldeans,. and be as the he- 
Goats before the flocks : to youthar are in place this is ſpo- 
ken, be ye 4s the br-goats; the flocks are marching, go 
then before them. 

Andif you are fully minded. to diſcharge this duty, e- 
ven as itis by God himſelf recommended unto you; Ler 


me 


! by cd , 
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me again be your remembrancer on his behalf, and 
mention {ome publike cares which ought to be laid to 


VBA] | IG - 
Fir{},Jook to the houſe of God to ſettle it in good order; 
and thenlook to the further ſettlement of the civill tate. 
Some men when they are put in miade of this, uſe to ſay, 
We muſt havea being, before we can intend a well-being: 
they mean by awell being, the ſertiement of Religion z 
by being, fuch # frame of the common wealth - as 

they propoſe umto themſelves : but I ſ\ay,that this is « falſe 
an O—_ method of proceeding ; for it-ſuppo- 
ſerh that there is no being in God, but that all-our being 
is in this world, t:makes Religion the acceſſory, and 


this preſent world the- principall z' bue Chriſts Dodrie . 


and exhortation i5 quite contrary, Mat.6.33+ wp" firſt 
the Kingdom of God and the righteoufnes thereof, and all 8- 
ther things ſhall be added anto your, but it you! ſeek. Gods 
Kingdom in the ſecond place, you have no aflurance thae 
you ſhall ger it, ney, I will aſſure youthatyou ſhall loſe 
«; and with it all yourether purchaſes. 'The Prophet 
Hazga, after the captivity 'of Babylon had ro doe-with 


menthar ſpokerhus , The ce that the Lords. bowſe: ſhould. 


be built, s wot yet come : - Bur whar doth God anſwerthen; 
is « time, faith he,foryou to dwell in your houles,, and to 


rovide for your ſelves, and isit not time tO provide for: 


my houſe? Olet us not have cauſe tolay {o unto you 5 
that God who doth ſo miraculouſly provide for you, 
_ fſhoutdbeſoill required by/you, © ln nes 

Let methen ſpeak freely concerning the fſetling of the- 
- houſe of God amongſt you;,"if you will have God to. 
dwell in it, give him the priviledge which cveryzone of 


you doth challenge in his owa houſe, namely, tobe mes 


tntreat: 


ter in it ; and to-order itas you think: good... "Let mie 
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intreat that he may have this rightin his houſe ; and you 
may beſurethart all will be well. Holines becommeth the 
houſe of the Lord, and without holines ns man ſhall ſee hu 


face, Here have juſt cauſe ro praiſe'the Lordfor your . 


laſt votre and reſolution, whereby this point of holines is 
much advanced, by the decree of removing all ſcanda- 
lous perſons from the Communion of Saints : ſettle but 
the judicatories of particular. Congregations, and let all 
the thrones of the whole houſe of David be ereted ; and 


you ſhall finde that the fruit of righteouſneswill be peace, and 


the work thereof, quietne(ſe and afturance for ever, 1{2.32.17. 
Burt where there is no reſtraint of ſcandalls and offences, 
as hitherto there hath been none, there a wo muſt follow, 


. wo unto the world becauſe of offences. . With the: ſettlemenr 


ofthe Church, as x body compat? together (for ſo Jeruſalem 
i tobe built, Pal. 122.3.) The Schooles of the Prophets, 
the Univerſities muſt be ſerled, purged and reformed 
with -wholfom conſtitutions, for the education of the 
ſonnes ofthe Prophers,and'the government of their lives: 
and with the foundnes and purity of fpiricuall learning, 


- that they- may ſpeak the true language of, Cayaap; and 


that the gibberidge of Scholaſtical Divinity,(which is no- 
thingelie bur the language of corrupt humane reaſon, 
and-Philoſophy; concerning ſpirituatt objets, withour 
reſpe&t co the Word of God) I ſay that the gibberidge of 
that (falſely ſo-called) Divinity may be baniſhed out of 
theirſocietys ll, | 01 0:30} 

Next unto the Schooles of the Prophets {whereof he- 
fides the Univerfities, it were to be witht that ſame leſſer 
ories mighr be ſctled in every Province) Next,[I ſay, unto - 
theſe; all che inferiour common Schooles of all forts of 
children and youths, |ſhould be taken into ſerious. conſi- 
deration, andmenof pants encouraged to /havethe inſpe- 
| tion 


- 


"_ © o | | 
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ion and overſight of them. The corruption of all ſtates 
and qualities of people doth-ariſe from the negle& of 
theſe Schooles, wherein no ſeeds of vertueor grace, bur 
rather all habits of diffolutenes are begotten in the ſouls 
of children z which makes them uſeles, if not hurtfull 
ro the common-wealth, by the matters of knowledge 
which are taught them. ; 

This building up of the ſpirituall Fer=ſalemz in the ſouls 
ofall men, both young and old, will overthrow the 
foundations of Babel, by Gods blefling, in the very cor- 
ruption of our nature : For except you dig deep to lay 
| the foundationsof Zzom one way, and to root upthe foun- 
dations of Babel another way ; your building will be to 
little purpoſe. 

Theſerhoughts and reſolutions will naturally lead you 
ro the counſels of peace; and in thoſe counſels,the ſerrle- 
ment of all the Courts of Juſtice thorowout the Land 
will be neceſſary ; that this unnaturall warre beingat an: 
end, whereby the ſtate of Babylon is powerfully maintain- 
ed amongſt us ; we may have our hearts enlarged, and 
our mouths openedto ſound forth the praiſes of our God, 


who paſſeth by the finnes of the remnant of his people, 


and doth not keep his wrath for ever : and who for his 
own Name ſake,that it may not be prophaned among the 


Heathen, doth worke deliverances in Zacob. "Fo him be. 


glory,honour and pratle for evermore, Amen. 


FINTIS, 


Errata. 


P Age 1 }- marg. for grounded upon the Hiſtory, read grounded upcn the lete- 


cer of che Hiltory, p 46 4. 9 ſor fifth, read tiltieth,, 
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